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VETERANS EDUCATIONAL ASSISTANCE IMPROVEMENT ACT  

On January 4, 2011, President Obama signed Public Law 111-377 which expanded and changed veterans' edu-

cational benefits. The following are highlights of some of the changes. 

Effective now but not payable until Oct 1, 2011  

Expands the Post 9/11 GI Bill to include Active Service performed by the National Guard members under 

title 32 U.S.C. It would recognize the Active-Guard Reserve Program and well as service performed by 

National Guardsmen called to duty by the President or the Secretary of Defense under section 502(f) of 

title 32.  

Impact: About a 25% increase in total reservists available for benefits 

Effective August 1, 2011  

For those attending public schools 

No individual state caps on tuition and fees 

Private school costs are capped at $17, 500 annually 

The Yellow Ribbon Program still exists for costs above the cap 

Kickers to be paid monthly versus lump sum at beginning of month  

Allows those eligible under both chapter 31, Voc Rehab, and Post 9/11 GI Bill, to choose the higher monthly 

housing allowance rate of the Post 9/11 GI Bill 

Allows for the reimbursement of more than one license and certification test  

Allows reimbursement for fees to take national exams for admission to IHLs  

Eliminates  break or interval pay unless under an Executive Order from the President or national emergency 

Effective October 1, 2011  

Allows chapter 33 eligible veterans to attend non-college degree (NCD or vocational) programs such as on-

the-job, apprenticeship, flight schools, and correspondence courses 

Impact: 6,000 additional veterans for NCD programs and 4,700 to 6,800 additional veterans for ap-

prenticeship and OJT programs 

Flight training: pays the lesser of actual net costs for in-state tuition and fees or $10,000 annually, which-

ever is less 

Distance learning students eligible for housing at ½ national average BAH for E -5 with dependents 

Prorates housing allowance by rate of pursuit rounded to nearest tenth 

Active duty students can receive a books and supplies stipend 
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Other changes  

Reporting fees paid to schools increases $7 to $12 per student per year 

Programs offered at accredited public and private not-for -profit schools are deemed already approved for 

VA Education Benefits 

Allows the VA to use the State Approving Agencies for compliance and oversight duties 

Bars duplication of benefits from both the Post 9/11 GI bill and the following educational assistance pro-

grams: Marine Gunnery Sergeant John David Fry Scholarship; National Call to Service educational as-

sistance; Survivor's and Dependents' Education Assistance benefits. 

Dependents cannot concurrently use educational benefits transferred from more than one service member. 

Extends the availability of education benefits for individuals designated as caregivers of disabled veterans 

to match the period of time the individual was prevented from using their benefits while caring for a dis-

abled veteran. 

 

Details of how some of these changes will be implemented have not yet been defined. More information will be 

provided as these issues are addressed.  

Vet Book a new way for Montana Veterans to network with 
your friends  
 

 

My Vet Book is a free, non-profit, social networking site ( www.myvetbook.org) dedicated to connecting     
Montana veterans, service members, their families, and their community supporters in a fun, informative, and 
entertaining way. We intend to provide a site that not only connects Montana veterans in a unique way but 
also offers up-to-date information on veterans services and issues. We plan on sponsoring several exciting 
events this upcoming year, so join up and keep a look out for your invitations. We thank you for your support 
and your service! 

http://myvetbook.org/favicon.ico
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C-Rations: A Love Story   

I  have to tell someone. Keeping it a secret all these years has taken its toll on my sanity. You're the only one I trust and hope you will 

understand. Don't judge me too harshly. 

I was an Avionics consultant on H-34's and had a contractual agreement with Uncle Sam. Not a difficult assignment, but it almost 
paid well. Their headquarters in D.C. had asked if I'd go look at some problems in a quiet little place called Ky Ha, Viet Nam. Would-
n't take long I was told. So, I booked passage on the Princeton and arrived late in August. It was a hot, dusty little town with out one 
decent restaurant and no bar. Picked up my blanket and looked for an empty embarkation box to sleep in. That night, under the gaze 
of a floating flare and the gentle, rhythmic sound of M -60's, I slept. 
 
I'm not certain when it was that I first realized I was in love with C -Rations. It must have been a gradual thing because I never did go 
through that knock me out of my socks phase. I just seemed to wake up one morning, opened the box and it was there. I knew. C 
knew. As if the master plan of the universe had placed us together. Together! But, only for one of life's cruel short periods of time. 
 
We both knew it was wrong. C came from a family of Flag Rank Officers, General Foods. And, me? I was just a kid from the south side 
of Memphis. Young and innocent. She was bright and shiny with the words PROPERTY OF THE U.S.GOVERNMENT stamped on her 
full, smooth, rounded sides. Cold to the touch but, oh so warm when held tightly over a flame. Whereas, I was just a piece of Marine 
trash in a dirty flight suit and unpolished boots. But, each time I saw C I fell deeper into the spell of her charms. It coul dn't be simple 
heartburn.  
 
I'd heard what men said about her. How her Ham & Limas were untouchable. Her Spaghetti needed seasoning. The saltpeter they 
had forced her to be with when she was young. The tasteless rolls and green cigarettes. It didn't matter. None of it mattered. I wanted 
her. Once I found her I wanted to protect her. To keep her from all those John Waynes and K-Bars they had used to open her. They 
didn't understand her. They didn't know C as I knew C. I loved her. 
 
We had to steal our moments together. First we saw each other twice a day. Gradually, we grasped for more and more time. Anytime. 
Just to be with each other. For as I drew nearer to C, I could feel the emotions start from deep within my gut. My feelings would often 
run from both ends while knowing this was true love. The highs and lows of our love flowed together like nothing I'd ever experienced 
before. All I wanted to do was be with C. To Hell with the rest of the world. 
 
Then it happened. Someone whispered a rumor. I heard it first in the four holer and later in the Green Garden Hose Shower Room. 
Nasty rumors which couldn't be true. They said C was going away. Her father had sent her an ultimatum. Either be on the 0600 Mar-
log or she was to be disinherited. She'd never be able to see her little brother roll of toilet paper again. Her teenage plastic spoon. Her 
aunt Fruit Cocktail. She had to choose between ME and her filthy rich, godforsaken family. Why did it have to come to this? 
 
I tried all night to reach her on the field phone. Her new roommate, SPAM, didn't know where she was. I was frantic. I looked  for her 
everywhere, but it was too late. She was gone. And with her went my heart and Kaeopectate. I was left with only the memories. 
 
I'm older now and can afford to eat at almost any Burger King I want to. I no longer have a consulting contract with CMC, Inc . I still 
think about her though. The nights we spent together during the monsoons in our hardback tent. Just the two of us and eight of our 
closest friends. Whenever I reach for the Tabasco sauce I see C standing there with the moonlight glistening off her open top. The fra-
grance of her gravy still wisps through the air. She was so beautiful. And, for awhile, she was mine. 
 
"Fast Eddy" Creamer  

http://feedproxy.google.com/~r/Usmc81/~3/hEiw_7RvHII/c-rations-love-story.html?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email
http://2.bp.blogspot.com/_rn83SZoLPvg/TThDNwbAT7I/AAAAAAAAxQY/ijXYnBwXtjk/s1600/zippo-c-rations-beans-weine.jpg
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/ƘŜƳƛǎǘǊȅ [ŀō ²ƻǊƪǎƘƻǇ 5ŀǘŜǎΥ ¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅ CŜō мрǘƘΣ aƻƴŘŀȅ CŜō нуǘƘΣ ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅ aŀǊŎƘ фǘƘ 

aƻƴŘŀȅ aŀǊŎƘ мпǘƘ 
/ƭŀǎǎŜǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƘŜƭŘ ƛƴ /ƛǎŜƭ Iŀƭƭ wƻƻƳ млн ŦǊƻƳ с tΦaΦ ǘƻ у tΦaΦ 
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MHV Community  

My Health eVet (MHV) Community is where you can find all kinds of information about your veteran com-
munity. There are links to news and events, information on volunteering and VA benefits, and a special vet-
eran tribute.  

 

VA Benefits  ï The VA is committed to providing excellence in all the benefits and services we offer to vet-
erans. Partnering with veterans to help them attain their optimum health, assuring that veterans receive 
benefits they are entitled to, and honoring veterans with a final resting place and lasting memorials that 
commemorate their service to this Nation - this is the embodiment of the VA mission. Learn more about 
your VA Health Benefits, and your Non-Health Benefits. You can also download important Forms including 
your eligibility and DD -214. 

 

Events and Programs  ï VA sponsors and participates in a host of special programs that increase the 
quality of life for veterans. Learn more about VA sponsored events. See how you can become involved with 
other veterans and take advantage of these special programs offered by the VA. Watch prerecorded TV pro-
grams produced by the VA on special topics. 

 
VA Honors Vets  ï The VA honors America's veterans through articles and presentations. Read a message 
from the Acting Under Secretary for Health, Veterans Health Administration. Watch multimedia presenta-
tions honoring those who served. Read poetry and prose written by hospitalized veterans from the Veter-
ans' Voices magazine. 

 
Get Involved ï Volunteer Now!  ï The Department of Veterans Affairs Voluntary Service (VAVS) has 
provided over 58 years of service to Americaôs veterans seeking care in VA health care facilities. Since 1946, 
VAVS volunteers have donated 663.5 million hours of service. 

 
News  ï Read health related news and current events from the VHA. Find out the latest technologies and 
trends, and what the VA is doing to help you, the veteran. 

 

Thank the Troops. Send a Message.  

 
www.OurMilitary.mil  

"America still remains what President Lincoln called 'The last best hope on Earth.'" "...We should all reflect 
on how truly fortunate each of us is to live in this blessed country. ... And most of all, we all should pause 
and remember and honor all of those who are undertaking the truly noble work of preserving our freedom. 
We are deeply in their debt." 
-- Former Defense Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld  

Send a Message 

https://www.myhealth.va.gov/mhv-portal-web/anonymous.portal?_nfpb=true&_nfto=false&_pageLabel=vaBenefitsHome
https://www.myhealth.va.gov/mhv-portal-web/anonymous.portal?_nfpb=true&_pageLabel=eventsPrograms
https://www.myhealth.va.gov/mhv-portal-web/anonymous.portal?_nfpb=true&_pageLabel=vaHonorsVets
https://www.myhealth.va.gov/mhv-portal-web/anonymous.portal?_nfpb=true&_nfto=false&_pageLabel=getInvolvedHome&contentPage=voluntary_service/voluntary_service.htm
https://www.myhealth.va.gov/mhv-portal-web/anonymous.portal?_nfpb=true&_nfto=false&_pageLabel=news
http://www.ourmilitary.mil/Message.aspx?SectionID=5
http://www.ourmilitary.mil/Message.aspx?SectionID=5
http://www.ourmilitary.mil/Message.aspx?SectionID=5
http://www.ourmilitary.mil/Message.aspx?SectionID=5
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Rent a Textbook 
on Chegg 
Get 10% Off Your Next Order! 

 

Rent a textbook at Chegg.com and get 10% off your next order! Click "Get This Coupon" to take advantage of this offer. Online  offer only. No cash value. 

Not valid in combination with other offers. Coupon void if altered. Valid through 4/4/11.  

Get This Coupon!  

http://www.jdoqocy.com/click-3865313-10788582
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Vet Book a new way for Montana Veterans to network with your 
friends 
 

 

My Vet Book is a free, non-profit, social networking site ( www.myvetbook.org) dedicated to connecting     
Montana veterans, service members, their families, and their community supporters in a fun, informative, and 
entertaining way. We intend to provide a site that not only connects Montana veterans in a unique way but 
also offers up-to-date information on veterans services and issues. We plan on sponsoring several exciting 
events this upcoming year, so join up and keep a look out for your invitations. We thank you for your support 
and your service! 

http://myvetbook.org/favicon.ico
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Montana Veteran Affairs Division Havre  

Dave Capps and/or Judy Loendorf, Service Officerôs for the Montana Veterans Affairs Division will be visiting the fol-

lowing locations and times to meet with Veterans who are interested in applying for benefits.  If you are interested in ap-

plying for benefits, please bring a copy of your discharge paperwork (DD214) with you. 

 

February 2, 2011  ï Wednesday 

Big Sandy ï Wells Fargo Bank -  By appointment only ï Please call (406)452-2265 to schedule an 
appointment.  

 

February 16, 2011  ï Wednesday 

            Fort Belknap ï Sr. Citizens Center ï 9:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. 

            Malta ï City Hall ï 11:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 

            Glasgow ï Job Service ï 1:30 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

 

February 22, 2011 - Tuesday 

            Shelby ï Courthouse ï 1:00 p.m. to 2:00 p.m. 

            Cut Bank ï County Extension Office ï 3:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

 

February 23, 2011 - Wednesday 

            Browning ï NEW Eagle Shield Bldg ï 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. 

 

If bad weather exists on days of travel, please stay tuned to the local radio stations for updated information regarding our 

outreach schedule.  Thank you. 

 

 

V/R  

Judy L. Loendorf 

Service Officer 1 

Montana Veterans Affairs Division 

Phone:  (406)265-4225 

Fax:  (406)265-2666 

 

 

"In the first place, it is to be remembered, that the general government is not to be charged with the whole 
power of making and administering laws: its jurisdiction is limited to certain enumerated objects, which con-
cern all the members of the republic, but which are not to be attained by the separate provisions of any." --
James Madison, Federalist No. 14, 1787 
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Service Branch  Transcript Request Information  

 

Army  AARTS Operations Center  (Army/American Council on 

Education Registry Transcript)  

415 McPherson Avenue  

Fort Leavenworth, KS 66027-1373 

  

Navy/Marines  NETPDTC (SMART--Sailor/Marine American Council on Ed-

ucat ion Regist ry Transcript ) 

Navy College Center, Code N27 

6490 Saufley Field Road 

Pensacola, FL 32509-5204 

  

Air Force  CCAF/RRRA (Community College of the Air Force Tran-

script)  

Simler Hall, Suite 128 

130 Maxwell AFB, AL 36112-6613 

  

Coast Guard Coast Guard Coast Guard Transcript  

"Ain't it funny how many hundreds of thousands of soldiers we can recruit with nerve. But we just can't find 
one politician in a million with backbone." --American humorist Will Rogers (1879 -1935) 

https://mail.msubillings.edu/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://aarts.army.mil/
http://aarts.army.mil/favicon.ico
http://aarts.army.mil/favicon.ico
https://mail.msubillings.edu/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=https://smart.navy.mil/smart/dodMandatoryBannerForm/submit.do
https://smart.navy.mil/smart/dodMandatoryBannerForm/submit.do
https://smart.navy.mil/smart/dodMandatoryBannerForm/submit.do
http://www.au.af.mil/au/ccaf/transcripts.asp
http://www.au.af.mil/au/ccaf/transcripts.asp
http://www.au.af.mil/au/ccaf/transcripts.asp
http://www.uscg.mil/hq/cgi/downloads/forms/CG_Form_1564.pdf
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VA HEALTH CARE LOCATIONS and CONTACT INFORMATION 

Minority Vet Outreach Program  

WJ 'Buck' Richardson Jr 

MVPC, VISN 19 

Rocky Mountain Healthcare Network 

3687 Veterans Dr. 

PO Box 1500 

Ft. Harrison, MT 59636 

Phone 406-447-7547 

Cell - 406-439-6331 

Fax- 406-447-7149 

Main Hospital Facility  

William Street off Highway  

Fort Harrison, MT 59636 

Mailing Address: 

3633 Veterans Drive, PO Box 188 

Fort Harrison , MT 59636  

Phone: 1-800-827-1000 

              1-877-468-8387 

VA Facility Patient Business Office: (406) 447-7460,   7409, 7350, 7437 

VA Health Benefits Service Center:    1-877-222-8387 

Patient Billing Questions:     1-866-393-1846 

Network Authorization:    1-888-795-0773 

Veteran Benefits:     1-800-827-1000 

Website : www.va.gov  

 

 

Anaconda Primary Care Clinic  

 Anaconda VA Primary Care Clinic 

118E. 7th Street 

Anaconda, MT 59711 

Phone: 406-563-6090 

Hours: 8:00am - 4:30pm 

Bozeman Primary Care Clinic  

 

 Bozeman Primary Care Clinic 

300 N. Willson, Suite 703G 

Bozeman, MT 59715 

Phone: 406-522-8923 

Hours: 8:00am - 4:30pm 

 

 

Cut Bank Primary Care Clinic  

 

 Glacier Community Health Center  

VA CBOC 

519 E. Main 

Cut Bank, Montana 59427 

(406) 873-9047 

8 AM - 4:30 PM 

Billings VA Primary Care Clinic 

1775 Spring Creek Lane 

Billings, MT 59102 

Phone: 406-373-3500 

Hours: 8:00am - 4:30pm 

Billings Primary Care Clinic  

http://www.va.gov
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Glasgow  

 

Glasgow Clinic 

621 3rd Street South 

Glasgow, MT 59230 

Phone: 406-228-3554 

Hours: 8:30am - 5:00pm 

 
 

Glendive  

 

 Glendive VA Primary Care Clinic 

2000 Montana Avenue 

Glendive, MT 59330 

Phone: 406-377-4755 

10:00am - 3:30pm 

(Mon., Tue., Thu., Fri.)  

 

Great Falls VA 

 

 Great Falls Primary Care Clinic 

1417 9th Street South 

VHA Suite 200 ; VRE Suite 301 

Great Falls, MT 59405 

Phone: 1-877-468-8337 

To reach the Great Falls Clinic itself, press "3" 

and when it asks for the next prompt press"5"   

8:00am - 4:30pm 

Missoula  

 

Missoula VA Primary Care Clinic 

2687 Palmer St., Suite C 

Missoula, MT 59808 

406-327-5150 (Clerk/LPN) 

8:00am - 4:30pm 

Lewistown Primary Care Clinic  

29 NE Main Street (Hwy 87) 

Lewistown, MT 59457 

Phone: 406-535-4790 

Miles City Clinic and Nursing Home 

210 S. Winchester 

Miles City, MT 59301 

Main Phone: 406-874-5600 

Clinic:   406-874-5675 

NHCU: 406-874-5800 

8:00am - 4:30pm 

 

Miles City   

Havre Outreach Clinic  

                     Havre Outreach Clinic 

                     130 13th Street, Suite 1  

           Havre, MT. 59501 

            406-265-4304  

 

Kalispell VA Primary Care Clinic 

Three Mile Professional BLDG 

31 Three Mile Drive, STE 2004 

Kalispell, MT 59901 

Phone: 406-751-5980 

Hours: 8:00am - 4:30pm 

Kalispell  
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Murphy's Combat Philosophy:  

òMayday! Mayday! Mayday!ó:  A verbal notice that prayer, while it may not help, is still an 

excellent idea.  


